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Brothers, 
 
My goal this year was to increase the amount of money 
that we will be distributing to our charities and hopefully we 
will be able to accomplish this.  
 
With only a couple of months to go, I would like to remind 
everyone about our Fish Fry fundraiser this Friday night, 
April 15th. Although we are on the heels of two previous 
fish fry’s, hopefully our parishioners will respond favorably. 
I would like to see all of our Brother Knights support this 
event.  
 
Vincent Tunzi, who is on the state retention committee, 
attended our meeting this past week. He reminded us of 
our duty to stay with our Brother Knights that we proposed 
in order to get them through the major degrees. He also 
met with a few of the officers after the meeting and 
reiterated the fact that we should continue to check on our 
fellow Brothers that no longer participate or pay dues, as 
we do not want to suspend a Brother Knight. 
 
If you know of any Brother that has voiced a reason as to 
why he no longer participates or has fallen behind in his 
dues, please contact me. 
 
I wish all of you a Happy Easter! 
 
 
Brother Neil Ducote, Grand Knight 
Neeilco@aol.com 
 972-951-7218                       

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council Calendar 
 

April  
 

 2 9:00am First Saturday Mass/Rosary 

 3 All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

 7 6:45pm Officers' Meeting 

 7 7:30pm Business Meeting 

 9 5:00pm Corporate Communion 

 9 3:00pm 5K Run & Carnival 

11 7:00pm 1st Degree Team Practice 

14 7:00pm Clergy Appreciation Dinner 

15 7:00pm Lenten Fish Fry 

18 7:30pm 1st Degree 

20 6:00pm VA Hospital Visit 

   

May 

  1 All Masses  Breakfast Burritos 

  5 6:45pm Officers' Meeting 

  5 7:30pm Business Meeting 

  7 9:00am First Saturday Mass/Rosary 

  9 7:00pm 1st Degree Team Practice 

13-15 K of C State Convemtion 

 16 7:30pm 1st Degree 

 18 6:00pm VA Hospital Visit 

19-21 All Day Garage Sale 
   

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 
From the 
Grand Knight 

         
       Neil Ducote 

 



 

From the 
District Deputy 

 
 
Isaac Sandoval  

Brothers, 
 
Council 8954, and over 14,000 other councils in the  
Order, will soon be electing its officers for the  
2011-2012 Fraternal Year, from July 1, 2011 through  
June 30, 2012.   
 

The Nominating Committee has evaluated the current  
officers and contacted each to ensure their acceptance  
to continue in their present position or move up to a new 
role.  The committee’s list represents their recommend- 
ation only and should not be considered the final list of  
candidates.  During the business meeting at which  
elections will be held, your District Deputy will read the  
Nominating Committee’s slate of officers and then ask  
for any additional nominations from the floor.  Any  
member can submit his own name, or the name of  
another brother, for any position.  Before submitting  
another brother for a position however, please make  
sure he is in agreement and remember that anyone  
seeking an officer position must be a 3rd Degree Knight. 
 

Brothers, do not let this opportunity pass you by.  
Attend this very important meeting and vote for your 
next slate of officers.  Remember that once elected as 
Officers of Council 8954, they deserve our gratitude, 
obedience and prayers. 
 
DD Sir Knight Isaac Sandoval 
 
From the Nominating Committee, the current slate of 
officer candidates for the 2011 – 2012 Fraternal Year 
follows: 
                  
GRAND KNIGHT          JOE HORAN  
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT      RICK BENTINE  
CHANCELLOR           ROBERT PROCSAL 
RECORDER         STEVE SNYDER 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY      GERALD HEJNAR 
TREASURER           LARRY BRUCE  
ADVOCATE          DAVID GURREREO  
LECTURER       TOM PARKER  
WARDEN         TOM POOVEY  
INSIDE GUARD          BOBBY GOUJAT 
OUTSIDE GUARD           JIM FONTIK    
OUTSIDE GUARD         MICHAEL APODACA 
 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE       CONARD KESTER  
2 YEAR TRUSTEE       HAROLD HANSEN  
3 YEAR TRUSTEE       NEIL DUCOTE  
 
Brother Conard Kester 
1 Year Trustee 

 

 

Council Activities 
 
 

Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
 
Please join together on Thursday April 14, 2011 in the St. 
Joseph Room as Council 8954 expresses its appreciation 
for our clergy, deacons and seminarians.  This is an 
excellent time to socialize with the Clergy and to express 
our thanks for their lives of service to our Catholic 
community.  Mix & Mingle begins at 6 pm with a complete 
steak dinner served at 6:30 pm.  Cost is only $10 per 
person! 
 
Wine and beer will be provided, however, if you wish, you 
may bring your own wine, or you can contribute a special 
bottle of wine for the clergy table.  Do not miss this 
wonderful event! 
 
For any questions or to make a reservation, please 
contact: 
 
Brother Joel Lanoux 
972-705-9867    
 
 

 
 
 
 

K of C Lenten Fish Fry 

 
Knights of Columbus Council #8954 will be hosting its 
annual parish Lenten Fish Fry in the St. Joseph’s dining 
hall on Friday, April 15, 2011.   Come and join the St. 
Joseph’s community with serving from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. 
Grilled cheese sandwiches will be available for children.  
 
Tickets will be on sale at the door, the cost is $8 for adults 
and $5 children 12 & under.  
  
Bring the whole family to share in this Lenten tradition! 
 
Also, thanks in advance to those Brothers who have 
volunteered to help with preparation, service and clean up. 
If you are available to help but have not yet signed up, 
please contact Rick Bentine.   
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Brother Rick Bentine 
214-729-9976 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



5K Family Fun Run and Carnival 
 
Thanks to all the Brother Knights who volunteered and 
offered the assistance at the Knights of Columbus Booth.  
 
There were 92 hot dogs served, 
(Although 2 were dropped by a Brother who will remain 
anonymous, and however will not play shortstop at the 
Youth Softball Game!)  
along with 5 cases of beer.. 
 
Tentative sales projections indicate 28% growth over last 
year same event earnings!!  
 
 
Brother Terry Ryan 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Flag Burning Ceremony 
 

4
th
 Degree Knights from Mother Teresa Assembly # 2506 

conducted a Flag Burning Ceremony on April 3, 2011.   

                     

Several interested parties attended the ceremony where 
flags of the United States of America were properly 
disposed of by the Knights. 

      

 

For questions about protocol on proper disposal or for 
more information about future ceremonies, please contact 
a 4

th
 Degree Knight. 

 
Brother Bob Procsal 
972-235-5254 

 
 
 

 
 

A Brother Knight’s War Story 
 

This “war story” took place during my second tour in the 
Cam Rhon Bay area of South Vietnam in 1970.  At the 
time I was the Intel Officer reporting to a two star general.  
I lived in the village with the local Vietnamese and would 
brief the general daily about enemy activity in his AO (area 
of responsibility). The 30 mile round trip commute to work  
was done without incident or excitement except for that 
one special day.  
 
When driving back to the village on Highway 1 I saw an 
unbelievable sight.  There walking on the side of the road 
was this tall blond woman with a perfect hour glass figure.  
She was statuette and had ROUND BLUE eyes.  Did I hit 
a land mind and is this Heaven?  My heart was madly 
pounding as the jeep came to a sudden halt.  "What are 
you doing here?  This is a combat zone!  Are you crazy?  
Get in my jeep, now!"  As we drove back to the village she 
calmly told me that she and her Baptist preacher husband 
operated a local orphanage for war children. I was 
stunned!  Clearly this was one of those to good to be true 
situations, yet  somehow my mind could not comprehend 
or believe my hour glass figure passenger was married to 
a Baptist preacher.   
 
Like a good troop I composed myself and drove the jeep 
back to the village.   Soon we reached our destination and 
there standing outside the orphanage headquarters was 
her husband Reverend Bill.  Soon a tour was made of the 
humble facilities which included the church, the school 
classroom, and the kid’s quarters which were nearly empty 
rooms with no bedsPPonly some blankets and pieces of 
cardboard neatly outlined on the dirt floor.  
 
Seldom in our lives do we see people willing to sacrifice so 
much for the benefit of others.  Here this lovely young 
couple, ten thousand miles from home in a combat zone, 
were giving all their love and effort to make life better for 
these twenty Vietnamese orphans.  Duly impressed I 
vowed to somehow help their program.   
 
So the next day while at the army logistical center on Cam 
Rhon Bay I told this story to an army supply warrant 
officer.  He too wanted to help the kids so he asked me to 
come back the next day with a truck and trailer. 
Fortunately the local MACV team provided me with the 
vehicle which was used to transport our “presents”.  After 
finally locating the warrant officer he directed me to pull 
into this enormous warehouse.  There we both began to 
load the truck with US Army cots, blankets, sheets, pillows, 
and air mattresses.  We appropriated these items with 
great haste since there were no signed official requisitions.  
We just did it, knowing the army would not permit such a 
gesture.   Within a short period of time the loaded truck 
pulled into the driveway of the orphanage.  Quickly Bill and 
his bombshell wife came out to investigate.  Soon the kids 
were called to help us unload the truck.  I can still see 
them laying on their new US Army cots.   
 
But something was wrong; their air mattresses were not 
aired up!   



After some quick instruction the kids started blowing up the 
air mattresses.  That evening those young orphans would 
be sleeping in beds and not on the dirt floor.  Standing 
there while watching the excitement and laughter of those 
kids, Bill, his pretty wife, and Captain Jack shed a few 
tears of joy for this small victory in a difficult war. 
  
Over the years remembering incidents like this and not 
memories of carnage and human suffering have provided 
therapeutic and uplifting recollections for this veteran's 
psyche. 
 

Brother Jack Eichman 
 

 
 
 
Safe Environment Training 
 
You view the Video on Line. This has to done by 
8/1/11. Go St Joseph Church web page, click on Safe 
Environment, follow the instructions. 
  
Softball – Knights vs Youth! 
  
Start getting in Shape 
The Annual Youth Softball Game has been scheduled for 
August 7, 2011 at 5:00 PM on St Joseph Athletic field.  
 
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, and Soda will be provided to 
the players, Knights and their families after the game. 
 
  
Baseball with Brothers 
 
The annual trip to Rough Riders Baseball Game is 
scheduled for June 11, 2011.  Tickets are $17 per person 
and includes the Bus, to and from the game, all you can 
eat, all the Dr Pepper products you can drink, and a  
Rough Riders hat.  We’re targeting 40 brothers for this 
event! 
 
For more information about Safe Environment, Softball vs 
Youth or Baseball with Brothers, please contact: 
 
Brother Terry Ryan 
tandtryan@sbcglobal.net  
 

 
 

From the 
Insurance Agent  
 
Steve Michlik introduced himself as our Council’s new 
Field Agent.  For any insurance related questions, Steve 
can be reached at steve.michlik@kofc.org or 214-679-
2954. 

 

 

Meeting Highlights 
 
 
Tamale and Beer Social 
 
Good food and cold beer provided a great way to get to 
know fellow brothers prior to the April business meeting. 
 

             
 
Watch for information about future social events in 
conjunction with monthly business meetings. 
 
50 / 50 
 
Congrats to this month’s 50/50 drawing winner: 

Brother Joe Horan 
 
Other Half  
 
The ‘Other Half’ drawing winner was Brother Alfredo 
Tellez.  Brother Alfredo was not present, so the winnings 
will carry over to next month’s drawing!  
 
Other Half is a random drawing from all Brothers in the 
council.  Winnings each month are generated from the 
‘other half’ of the 50/50 drawing, however Brothers must 
be present at the meeting to win and is $100 max. 
 
 

 
 
 

Spring Garage Sale 
 

Brothers,  
 
Our spring garage sale, sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus will be May 19 - 21. 
  
This is a great time to clear your clutter and create some 
space in your home, while supporting our 
community.  Proceeds benefit our local Seminarians, 
Habitat for Humanity, Richardson Food Bank, St Vincent 
de Paul and many other charities.   
  
For more information or to volunteer, please contact: 
 
Brother Milton Catalina  
972-907-2762 

 
 
 

 



From the 
Prayer Director 
 

 
   Joel Lanoux 
 

Prayer Requests  
 
Bert Truox, Jeff and Barbara Leskiw, Deacon Larry 
Harmon, Fred and Vicki Schilling, Doc Reinart, Elizabeth 
Felderhoff, Vincent Tunzi, Naomi Escobar, Bill and Loretta 
Storey, Frank Basquez, Fran Eagle, Charlie Boutel, Gin 
Eichman, Peppie and Lairy Johnson, Carlene Krueger and 
all Service Men and Women serving abroad.  

 

 

From the 
Newsletter Editor            Brian Tooley 
 

 
      

Next Newsletter: Volume 25 Issue 11 
Publish Date:  May 10, 2011 
    (Tues following 05/06 Bus Mtg) 
 
Please submit ALL announcements, articles, news, and 
photos for the newsletter by 5 pm Sunday May 08, 2011.  
-  send to:  newsletter@kofc8954.com  

 

New or updated e-mail addresses?   
-  send to:  newsletter@kofc8954.com 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARITY 
UNITY 
FRATERNITY 
PATRIOTISM 

 
2010 - 2011 OFFICERS 

 

GRAND KNIGHT   NEIL DUCOTE  972-495-6308 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT JOE HORAN   972-552-3193 
CHANCELLOR   RICK BENTINE  214-729-9976 
RECORDER    STEVE SNYDER  972-530-4158 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  JIM DULAC   972-530-7812 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    BARNABAS OSONG 469-682-0303 
LECTURER    TOM PARKER  972-530-6243 
WARDEN    DAVID GUERREREO 972-479-0583 
INSIDE GUARD   MICHAEL APODACA TBD 
OUTSIDE GUARD   TOM POOVEY  972-495-8894 
OUTSIDE GUARD   WILL QUINTANILLA 214-458-0894 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   CONARD KESTER  972-470-9170 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   HAROLD HANSEN  972-530-5075 
DISTRICT DEPUTY   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT STEVE MICHLIK  214-679-2954 
      E-mail:  steve.michlik@kofc.org   


